Options
for the 
Fairfax 
Town Office

History

1.  The Town proposed purchase of 9.9 acres

        belonging to Larry and Barbara Young

2.     This proposal was narrowly defeated at

        Town Meeting last spring

3.    A survey was conducted to ask why the

       proposal  was defeated.

4.    A committee was formed.

Survey Results

(Why was the proposal to purchase
9.9 acres defeated?)

1.     The need was not clear

2.     9.9 Acres seemed like too much property

3.    Other options were not presented
4.    The total cost was not clear

Committee Activities

1.      Study the need

2.     Quantify the need

3.     Identify the options

4.    Study the options

5.    Estimate the Cost

6.    Gather Community input 

7.    Make a recommendation to the

       Selectboard

Needs

1.    More Work and Storage Space

2.    Larger Vault

3.    Larger Meeting Rooms

4.    More Parking

5.    Room for Expansion 
Quantify the Needs

1.   Survey of the Town Office Departments 

      identified the future need for 5,760 square

      feet of office space.

2.  The Current Office has about 2,500 sq. ft.
3.  40 Parking spaces would be desirable for

     large public meetings.  We currently have

     8 spaces and 8 employees. 

4.  We need a conference room for 40 – 50

     people
5.  Double the vault space will be needed

6.  Larger offices with more work space and 

     storage space will be needed.

7.   2 plus acres is desirable for future

      expansion
Options

1.    Repair and expand the current Town

       Office, including additional parking.

2.    Build a new Town Office in a different 

       location

Option 1

Repair and Expand the existing Office

Issues:

     1.   The building belongs to the School

     2.   The property belongs to the School

     3.   The building needs major costly repairs

           and renovations  (approx. $500,000.)
     4.   The School will not convey the building

           or property to the Town

     5.   The School will not grant the town a

           perpetual lease

     6.   The available space will limit the extent 

           to which the building and parking can
           be expanded.
      7.  Renovation could require a temporary

           office while repairs are being made.  

Repairs and Renovations

(a partial list)
1.   Wet basement 

2.   Insulation
3.   Roof

4.   Plumbing and Heating/AC systems

5.   Electrical Systems

6.   Elevator and handicap access

7.   Fire exit from second floor

8.   Fire suppression system

9.   Reconfigure the interior

10. Paint 
Other Options

We contacted 9 landowners and considered thirteen parcels.   As of now all but 4 have been eliminated for various reasons.

Those still being considered are:

1.   Land of Barbara and Larry Young behind

      the Baptist Church   -   approx. 2.75 acres

2.   Land of Rene Boissoneault across from the 

      Country Pantry, at the corner of 104 and

      Colonial Road  -  approx. 2.5 acres

3.  Land of Paul and Karen Langelier at the 

     intersection of Route 104 and Buck Hollow

     Road   -  a portion of seven acres

4.  Land of Gary and Annelle Pomichter on

     Butler Road, off River Road  - 4.4 acres 

Major Issues
1.   Location

2.   Cost of Land

3.   Access

4.   Cost of Project

5.   Sewer and Water

                      Preliminary Cost Estimates ($000)
    ITEM                       Option 1         Option 2           Option 3           Option 4         Option 5

                                   (White House)          (Young)               (Pomichter)         (Boissoneault)       (Langelier)

      Acres                               None

  2.75
                  4.4                     2.5                    2
Land                                     0                   150                   148                    225                210

Road Const.                         0                     20                     20                      10                  10 

Parking Const.                   40                    40                     40                      40                  40          







Site Prep.                            50                    50                     50                       50                  50

Bld. Design                         50                    50                     50                       50                  50

Bldg Const.                       450                  864                    864                    864                864

Bldg Repair                      300                      0                        0                         0                   0

Bldg Renovat.                   200                      0                        0                         0                   0

Sewer and Water               10
  40                       20                       40                 20 

Permitting                            5
  10                         5                       10                 10 

Temp. Quarters                 50
    0                         0                         0                   0

Moving                                20                    10                        10                      10                 10

TOTAL                           1175                 1234                    1207                    1299            1264

What we need from you ?

Which options should we study further?

Please rank the options in terms of which

ones you prefer for the Town Office.

Please rank the options for the Fairfax Town Office, indicating your order of preference (first choice is 1, second choice is 2, etc)

                Option                                                               Rank (1 – 5)
1.  White House                                                                      ____

     (the current Town Office)

2.  Young Property                                                                 ____

     (behind Baptist Church)

3.  Pomichter Property                                                           ____

     (on Butler Road, off River Road)

4.  Boissoneault Property                                                       ____

     (intersection of 104 and Colonial Road

      across from the Country Pantry)

5.  Langelier Property                                                            ____

     (intersection of 104 and Buck Hollow

      Road, next to Nan’s)

If you are ready, please hand this in tonight.  If you need more time, please deliver or mail to the Town Office, Attn: Skip Taylor, PO Box 27,

Fairfax, VT 05454.  We would appreciate having this back by the end of the week.  Thank You!

What will we do next?

(Possible activities)

1.  Further evaluate the preferred options

2.  Present a recommendation to the

     Selectboard

3.  It will be the Selectboard’s decision

     whether to put a recommendation

     on the Ballot for a vote, and if so, when.

4.  If the Selectboard decides to bring the

     recommendation to a vote, we will help

     prepare information for the voters

     which explains the  recommendation.

     This could include showing the costs

     and property tax implications of the

     recommendation.  
